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I am nonetheless happy to report,
that when sufficient outreach to lan-
guage minorities is accomplished, ma-
terials are being used to assist in vot-
ing according to evidence received in
Committee. In the 1990 general elec-
tion, bilingual assistance was used by
25 percent of Hispanic voters in the
State of Texas, and 18 percent of His-
panic voters in the State of California.
In the 1988 general election, bilingual
assistance was used by 20 percent of
Hispanic voters in the State of New
Mexico, 19 percent of Hispanic voters in
the State of Texas, and 10 percent of
Hispanic voters in the State of Cali-
fornia.

Being from a small state, I know the
importance and the power of commu-
nity involvement, but perhaps the best
evidence we heard that shows the
power of community outreach was the
experience of Chinese-American voters
in King County, WA, which includes
the city of Seattle. One witness who
urged an opt-out provision in section
203 for low use cited King County’s ex-
perience in 2000, the first year it be-
came a covered jurisdiction for voters
who speak Chinese. That year, accord-
ing to the witness, only 24 Chinese bal-
lots were used, demonstrating that bal-
lots were not needed. But that is not
the full story. The real story is that
after that election, officials in King
County worked with Chinese-American
community organizations and in-
creased the publicity about the avail-
ability of bilingual election materials.
In 2005, the number of requested Chi-
nese ballots increased by more than
5,800 percent. It shows the power of
community outreach cannot be over-
stated.

Much has been made by some wit-
nesses in committee, and even in the
press, that any provision of bilingual
election materials contribute to the
balkanization of American society. Re-
search offered in committee shows this
allegation to be faulty. On the con-
trary, making bilingual election mate-
rials available has encouraged more
language minorities to participate in
all political aspects of American soci-
ety. After the section 203 coverage was
expanded to include a numeric trigger
during the last reauthorization, the
number of Asian Americans registered
to vote increased dramatically. Be-
tween 1996 and 2004, Asian Americans
had the highest increase of new voter
registration—58.7 percent. And we re-
ceived testimony that in districts
where the Department of Justice has
conducted enforcement ensuring bilin-
gual election materials, participation
not only in voting but in running for
political office has increased. After an
enforcement proceeding in Harris
County, TX, the Vietnamese-American
voter turnout doubled, and the first Vi-
etnamese-American candidate in his-
tory, Hubert Vo, was elected to the
Texas Legislature—defeating the in-
cumbent chair of the Appropriations
Committee by 16 votes out of over
40,000 cast.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

These voting rights provisions
work—they tell new citizens and citi-
zens by birth who may not always feel
they are afforded all of the opportuni-
ties they deserve that they are wel-
come to join our political process.
They help new citizens and first time
voters to overcome cultural differences
which further contribute to disenfran-
chisement for limited English pro-
ficient citizens who are often unfa-
miliar with the American voting proc-
ess and do not know about registration,
referenda and voting machines. The
charge of ‘‘balkanization,” as one wit-
ness put it is ‘‘a loaded term of myth-
ical proportions that has absolutely no
basis in fact, and is used as a divisive
measure.’”’ Based on the evidence we re-
ceived, it is clear that the provisions of
Sections 203 and 4(f)(4) have led to in-
creased participation and representa-
tion. These provisions, that caused sig-
nificant problems in the House of Rep-
resentatives, have enabled language
minorities to overcome what are tanta-
mount to literacy tests at the polling
place so that they can access their fun-
damental right to vote. Section 203 and
section 4(f)4 of the Voting Rights Act
must be reauthorized.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO JONATHON SOLOMON

e Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President,
today in Fort Yukon, people from all
over the State of Alaska and the coun-
try will come together to celebrate the
life of a remarkable leader of the
Gwich’in Nation, Jonathon Solomon,
who passed away last week at the age
of 74.

As traditional chief of Fort Yukon,
and chairman of the Gwich’in Steering
Committee, Jonathon was a tireless ad-
vocate for the Gwich’in people. Born in
Fort Yukon, he was raised to live a tra-
ditional subsistence lifestyle, and his
upbringing directly influenced his pas-
sion and work throughout his life. Al-
though Jonathon fought for many
issues on behalf of the Gwich’in, his
life’s passion was the protection of the
porcupine caribou herd and their birth-
ing grounds on the coastal plain of the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
Jonathon’s efforts to protect the Arc-
tic Refuge began in 1978, as the Alaska
National Interest Lands Conservation
Act was first being negotiated and he
continued this work determinedly
throughout his entire life. Among his
many accomplishments, he led the 7-
year effort to negotiate the U.S.-Can-
ada agreement to protect the porcupine
caribou herd and its habitat, signed
July 1987, and was one of the chief or-
ganizers of the first Gwich’in gathering
in 1988, which led to the creation of the
Gwich’in Steering Committee. It was
at this meeting in 1988, that the
Gwich’in first came together as a na-
tion to pass a resolution calling for
permanent protection of the caribou
calving and nursery grounds as con-
gressionally designated wilderness.
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Jonathon’s work took him all over
the country, including to Washington,
DC, where on numerous occasions he
spoke to Members of Congress and
their staffs about the importance of
protecting the Arctic Refuge. Through-
out his life, Jonathon was an inspira-
tion to all who knew him. He rep-
resented the Gwich’in people with dig-
nity, devotion and respect. While we
mourn his loss, I know that his energy
will live on in all of us who carry on
the fight to protect the Arctic Refuge
and other places throughout the coun-
try that are special to all of us.e

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 9:32 a,m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bills:

S. 3504. An act to amend the Public Health
Service Act to prohibit the solicitation or
acceptance of tissue from fetuses gestated
for research purposes, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 42. An act to ensure that the right of
an individual to display the flag of the
United States on residential property not be
abridged.

H.R. 810. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide for human em-
bryonic stem cell research.

The enrolled bills were subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. STEVENS).

At 2:58 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 860. An act to provide for the convey-
ance of the reversionary interest of the
United States in certain lands to the Clint
Independent School District, El Paso Coun-
ty, Texas.

H.R. 4962. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 100 Pitcher Street in Utica, New York, as
the ‘“‘Captain George A. Wood Post Office
Building”’.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 435. Concurrent resolution
congratulating Israel’s Magen David Adom
Society for achieving full membership in the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Federation, and for other purposes.

H. Con. Res. 438. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress that con-
tinuation of the welfare reforms provided for
in the Personal Responsibility and Work Op-
portunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 should
remain a priority.

The message further announced that
the House has agreed to the following
concurrent resolution, without amend-
ment:

S. Con. Res. 108. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the printing of a revised edition of
a pocket version of the United States Con-
stitution, and other publications.
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